
us to believe, that sentiments similar to their own on the
value of Mr. Lister’s discoveries are entertained by the
11 bulk of the profession" in Glasgow. 1VI:r. Lister has raised
the medical school of that city, and given it a name. It
seems to me hard that, on the eve of his leaving it, there
should be found even one to cast a stone at him.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Edinburgh, Sept. 18th, 1869. THOMAS KEITH.THOMAS KEITH.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

EXPERIMENTS WITH CHLORAL.

ON account of the interest -which the question of chloral
is now exciting in the medical world, it is important to
note the results of a series of experiments which M.

Demarquay, surgeon to the Hospice Dubois, has recently
instituted to test the properties of this substance. M.

Demarquay has arrived at some results which are the same
as those pointed out by M. Liebreich, but he differs from the
latter experimenter on many points of importance. Accord-

ing to the surgeon of La Maison Municipale, chloral is the
most rapid and the most perfect of hypnotics. It produces
almost instantly a complete resolution of the muscular

apparatus; but, far from being an anesthetic like chloroform,
it induces a marked state of hyper&aelig;sthesia. Thus, when the
rabbits upon which he experimented were under the in-
fluence of chloral, they exhibited an extraordinary condition
of sensibility. On slightly pinching the tail or the lips of
the animal, there were produced disorderly movements
and plaintive cries which are not obtained by exciting
the animals in their normal condition. On account of
this phenomenon, M. Demarquay does not admit M.
Liebreich’s view touching the decomposition of chloral
in the blood, through the alkalinity of this fluid and the
subsequent formation of chloroform in the system. He
contends that if chloroform were thus formed, it would
exhibit its usual anaesthetic properties, and not induce the
hyper&aelig;sthesia, that is obtained. Besides, the breath of the
animals was strongly impregnated with the odour of
chloral; M. Demarquay, therefore, believes that chloral is
eliminated through the respiratory organs, and is not
decomposed in the blood.
As to the manner in which the chloral was tried, M.

Demarquay employed solutions of the substance, which he
administered in subcutaneous injections, in doses varying
from twenty centigrammes to one gramme and twenty
centigrammes. In no case did death take place. After a
period of from fifteen to thirty minutes, the animals would
fall into a condition of complete insensibility, as if they
were in a deep sleep. This slumber lasted from two to
three hours, and then, notwithstanding the degree of in-
sensibility or of depression exhibited by the animals, they
all awoke of their own accord, and were quite well on the
next day. The same rabbits were made use of in several
successive experiments.
The following details touching the phenomena which the

animals exhibited whilst under the influence of chloral, and
the appearances which were observed on their being opened
alive during sleep, will, I am sure, be perused with interest.
In transcribing this part of M. Demarquay’s researches I
had better quote his own words :-
H The ocular and palpebral mucous membrane is injected.

The ears show a most remarkable vascularity. One
would say that the animals have undergone section of the
great sympathetic, as in Claude Bernard’s beautiful experi-
ment. I must hasten to add that this intense vascularity
of the ears is not accompanied by any increase of heat.
If the sensibility of the animals is examined during the
time of the experiment, it is found that they present an
exaltation of this faculty; on pinching, however slightly,
the tail, the ears, or the lips of these animals, disorderly
movements and plaintive cries are elicited, which do not
take place on exciting an animal in its ordinary condition.
Under the influence of chloral the pulse becomes extremely
small, and at the end it can no longer be reckoned. The
animal temperature, under the influence of this agent, ad-

ministered in strong doses, lowers from one-half of a degree
to one whole degree. In the greater number of cases, the
rabbits set asleep by chloral exhale the odour of this sub-
stance through their nostrils-a fact which would lead one
to suppose that it is scarcely, if at all, decomposed in the
blood. If the animals are opened alive whilst under expe-
rimentation, congestion of the abdominal viscera is found;
the mesenteric vessels are turgid; all the mucous mem-
branes are injected, and particularly that of the trachea. A
good view of this extreme vascularity is especially ob-
tained on killing an animal upon which injections have not
been performed. The central nervous system, the brain,
the cerebellum, and their membranes, show an intense vas-
cularity. The same remark applies to the spinal cord
and its investing membranes. I have not been able to make
out any change in the coloration of the great sympathetic$
on account of its small size in rabbits : the microscope will
not fail to acquaint us with the modifications which the
nervous cellules undergo. The muscles are extremely vas-
cular; indeed, they have become quite ruddy. It appeared
to me that the blood had assumed a somewhat violet hue."
In conclusion, M. Demarquay observes that the question

of chloral involves many physiological problems, which re-
quire to be carefully studied before the applications of
chloral are determined and the substance is used at the
bedside of the patient

GOOD EFFECTS OF EXPECTANCY IN SURGERY.

At the last meeting of the Academy of Medicine, M.
Gosselin read a report on an interesting memoir which had
recently been presented to the Academy by M. Decheaux,
of Montlu&ccedil;on, and in which the author shows the good
effects of expectancy in surgery. The cases which he relates,
and which occurred in his own surgical practice, amount to
fifty-seven. In each of these instances the cure was due to
expectancy, and to the mere employment of frequent lotions
with spirits of camphor in conjunction with an application
of an antiseptic powder composed of charcoal, chinchona.
bark, camphor, and benzoin. Out of the 57 cases, only 36.
involved traumatic lesions. The others were cases of spon-
taneous gangrene, anthrax, and diffused phlegmon. Out of
the 36 traumatic lesions, 25 belonged to the upper extre-
mities, and 11 to the lower. The former were chiefly cases.
of crushing of the hand alone, or of the hand and fingers.
The author had recourse to amputation as little as possible,
and endeavoured to preserve the thumb, alone or together
with the little finger; and all the patients got cured, whilst
preserving appendages which they could make use of for
their work. Among the traumatic lesions of the lower limb
are to be found 4 cases of crushing of the feet, 2 complicated
fractures of the leg, and 1 uncomplicated fracture of the leg,
all of which M. Decheaux led to a favourable termination
by means of the simple proceedings which have been men-
tioned.

THE ORIGIN OF SYPHILIS IN EUROPE.

M. Auzias-Turenne has recently addressed the Academy
of Medicine in favour of the Transatlantic origin of syphilis.
The spirited syphilographer bases his views on three orders.
of proofs :-1 st (historical), the writings of Oviedo, Thevet,
Roderic Dias, showing’ the importation of syphilis, and its
progress through Spain, Italy, and France ; 2nd (horolo-
gical), to wit, the generalisation and the benignity of the
disease when first observed in the West Indies, its progress
through Europe, insidious at first, then speedy and terrible,
and now generally waning away; 3rd (philological), to wit,
all the appellations of the disease and its symptoms, which
have been found in the Caribbean dictionary, and in the
vocabulary of the Indians, with the exception of the names
of those diseases which we have exported to America.

Having thus advocated this theory of the importation of &pound;

syphilis from the Far West, M. Auzias-Turenne winds up
with the following practical conclusion: Syphilis has come
from America j we must renounce as a general method its
traditional treatment by mercury; the ill must become its
own remedy and its own preservative.

THE ORDER AND CO-ORDINATION OF HYSTERICAL

PHENOMENA.

Some ingenious views touching the phenomena exhibited
’ in hysteria have been brought forward by M. Chairon, phy-
! sician to the Asile du V&eacute;sinet. Basing his conclusions on a.
. great number of observations taken in his own practice, M.
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Chairon sums up his views as follows: Whenever in a

young woman or young girl there exists a compression or
inflammation of one or both ovaries, there occurs almost in-
variably a sympathetic paralysis of the reflex movement of
the epiglottis, and of all the organs which constitute the
pharynx. Whenever these two phenomena are found toge-
ther in the same person, there arises an affection which the
author designates by the name of hysteric cachexia. The
attack of hysterics is but the consequence of this reflex

paralysis. The epiglottis, lowered down over the upper
orifice of the larynx, can no longer raise itself, and hence
result the attack, the suffocation, the convulsive movements
of the limbs, and the spasms which constitute the hysteric
fit. The asphyxia which arises from the repeated attacks
necessarily induces a perversion of vitality, and, conse-
quently, the sensorial :perversions and the anaesthesia ob-
served in almost all hysterical subjects. The treatment
should therefore be addressed to the functional disorders of
the ovaries. Above all, it must be local, in order to obtain
the resolution of the ovaritis, which is the chief, if not the
sole, cause of all the phenomena observed.

Paris. Sept. 25th. 1869.

EDINBURGH.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

IN my last letter I notice a slight error has occurred.
Instead of the majority of the Merchant Company in favour
of selling Watson’s Hospital to the Infirmary Managers
being six, as printed, it should be three. The members who
voted for the transfer were forty-eight; against it, forty-
five. A second vote took place afterwards, and the sale of
Watson’s Hospital and grounds, (( subject to any further
conditions the governors may think proper to stipulate for,"
was approved of, by a majority of one, over a motion de-
claring that before possession be given to the purchasers a
new hospital house &deg;&deg; be built of at least equal extent and
accommodation t(3 the present house, and made ready for
occupation."
This last motion aims at the perpetuation of the present

hospital system-a monastic system which some of the

governors of our charitable institutions for children con-
sider to be open to many objections, and are endeavouring
to have considerably modified.

I observe in a letter from Dr. Andrew Wood in to-day’s
papers that he and Mr. Syme are of opinion, in the event of
the new infirmary being built on Watson’s site, that the
present building may not require to be taken down, but
may be used for the executive department.
No appointment has yet been made to the Pathological

Chair. The profession here is largely in favour of Dr.
Sanders, and will be greatly disappointed if he is not pre-
sented to it. There is a meeting of the curators to-day, and
it is understood that the lst of October will be fixed for the
election. In an appointment of this nature, surely the de-
cided opinion of the profession in Edinburgh should be
respected. Seeing that most practitioners in this city hold
the University degree, or have been educated at the Uni-
versity, they without doubt must be anxious to support the
good name of their Alma Mater. They, knowing the pro-
fessional and other acquirements of the various candidates
from an almost daily intercourse with them, must be the
best judges of who is the best man for the chair. Testimony
from a distance is all very well as to the scientific status of
the candidates, and, judging from some of their testi-
monials, does not appear a very difficult thing to obtain,
and therefore must be taken for what it is worth. But
a testimonial voluntarily signed by the majority of a can-
didate’s professional brethren, residing in the same city
with him, and who not only know the requirements for the
discharge of a duty, but the ability of the candidates to
perform it, ought to carry such weight with it as to negative
all other testimonials but those coming from men whose in- -
timacy with those they testify to is as close as that of the
medical practitioners of Edinburgh is with Dr. Sanders.
Edinburgh, Sept. 22nd, 1869.

Obituary.
DR. P. M. ROGET, F.R.S.

THE death of this highly accomplished savant and phy-
sician took place on the 13th instant, at Malvern, in the
ninety-first year of his age. Dr. Roget was descended from
a Swiss family on the paternal side, his mother being a
sister of the late Sir Samuel Romilly. Having chosen Me-
dicine as his profession, he entered on his medical studies
at the University of Edinburgh, taking his M.D. degree in
June, 1798, before he was twenty years of age. Subse-

quently he was a pupil, in the London medical schools, of
Baillie, Cruikshank, Wilson, Heberden, and Horne. After

spending two years on the continent, he became for a while
the travelling medical attendant of the Marquis of Lans-
downe ; and next started in practice at Manchester, where
he was appointed physician to the infirmary. In 1808 he
came to London, where he was admitted a Licentiate of the
College of Physicians; and in 1811 he was chosen one of
the secretaries of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, of which
Society he was elected president in 1829-30. In 1814 he
was made a Fellow of the Royal Society, and in 1827 suc-
ceeded Sir John Herschel in the office of secretary to that
distinguished body. In 1833 he wrote his Bridgewater
Treatise on Animal and Vegetable Physiology; but the
work which has given a lasting and widespread repute to
his name is his admirable " Thesaurus of English Words
and Phrases,"--a work which has already gone through
nineteen editions, and is, without doubt, one of the most
useful aids to the study of the English language extant.
Dr. Roget held for many years the post of physician to the
Spanish Embassy, and his long and useful life was distin-
guised by a variety of appointments conferred as a mark of
the estimation in which he was held.

PROFESSOR GRAHAM, F.R.S.
WE have to announce the death of this savant, which has

just occurred at his house in Gordon-square, London.
Thomas Graham was the son of a merchant and manufac-
turer of Glasgow, in which city he was born on the 21st of
December, 1805. He received his early education at a school
in Glasgow, from which he passed in due course to the Uni-
versity of his native city. Having taken his Master’s degree,
he went to Edinburgh for two years, at the expiration of
which time he returned to Glasgow. He now became a con-
stant lecturer at the Mechanics’ Institute, and laid the
working classes under a debt of gratitude to himself by
establishing a laboratory for the study of practical che-
mistry. He held the Andersonian professorship at Glasgow
for some years. In 1837, on the death of Dr. Edward Tur-
ner, this eminent chemist was elected, by the Council of
University College, London, to their chemical chair, which
office he filled with the highest advantage to the College
for about eighteen years. During two years of this time he
was charged with the duties of Dean of the Faculty in
University College; and for ten years he was chemical
examiner in Arts in the University of London. In 1855 he
retired from his professional duties, on being appointed by
the Crown to succeed Sir John F. W. Herschel, Bart., on
the retirement of that philosopher from the important office
of Master of the Mint. Professor Graham established the
Chemical Society in 1840, of which he was the first presi.
dent ; and of the Cavendish Society in 1846, over which he
has always presided. He acted as Vice-president and Re-
porter of the Chemical Jury at the Great Exhibition of
1851. In 1846 he was one of a Commission to report to the
House of Commons on the ventilation of the Houses of
Parliament. In 1847 he was commissioned by the Board of
Ordnance, with others, to conduct an inquiry into the cast-
ing of guns. He was engaged in 1851, with Professors
Miller and Hofmann, to report on the chemical quality of
the metropolitan water-supply; and he has aided the
Board of Inland Revenue, in conjunction with other men of
science, by reports on several important subjects connected
with trade and manufacture. In the year 1837 he was


